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Kansai Gaidai Learning Commons (KGLC)
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It is with great enthusiasm that we would like to announce the grand opening
of the Kansai Gaidai Learning Commons (KGLC) in the library. Moving beyond

merely a quiet study location, the Commons is designed for lively active
and cooperative learning with fellow students, as you discuss, prepare
projects, and rehearse presentations in carefully designed spaces. These
group workspaces are coupled with high-tech resources and full-time
professional staff to support your various needs. Face your future by 5B B A
honing your skills alongside your classmates in the Learning Commons!
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YA Why Study Comics at Kansai Gaidai? AW

Comic studies has a relatively short history. For most of that history, the
discussion was not about comics, but about the existence of comic studies
itself. Are comics worthy of study? Yes, there are definitely more
important things than COMICS. However, comic studies has recently
considered the medium as language, one of the most important
elements for the human race. As a matter of fact, comics have a complex
communicative system, which is very similar to other language systems.
These unique forms of expression are, therefore, worthy subjects for
students of foreign language, and the field of study can compliment other
academic disciplines.

Studying comics is especially interesting, because, like all good art, the images are not made for
utility. The illustrator and the scholar of the literature are shameless enough to spend time and effort
for something that you do not need to survive. Such passions uniquely define us and give our lives
special meaning.

Literature about Comics and Language in KGU Library:

Thierry Groensteen: The System of Comics. Translated by Bart Beaty and Nick Nguyen, University
Press of Mississippi, 2007.

Neil Cohn: The Visual Language of Comics: Introduction to the Structure and Cognition of
Sequential Images. Bloomsbury, 2013.

Hannah Miodrag: Comics and Language: Reimagining Critical Discourse on the Form. University
Press of Mississippi, 2013.

Comic Book Creation: Koo-sensei and Manga Class

The room is remarkably quiet for the flurry of activity that is going on: pens are
sketching in wide strokes; tiny razor knives are etching out background screens;
pencils are carefully tracing patterns over glowing luminescent boxes; and Koo-
sensei patrols the room offering guidance, encouragement, and even friendly
critique. This is Manga Drawing class and students are developing the skills to
create and publish their own comic book volume, the climax of a semester’s
worth of efforts.

Prof. Bon Won Koo was born in South Korea, lived in Germany from 5th grade
until her graduation from Bonn University, and studied at Kyoto Seika University,
where she concentrated on manga research for her PhD. In the Gaidai Manga Studio, She
is part psychologist, part creative midwife, and part shaman, as she coaches students on how to
give ethereal characters from their imaginations a new 2-D existence.

Koo-sensei’s formula for illustrative success is simple: keep drawing! She explains that manga is a
product-oriented endeavor that allows considerable freedom to achieve the end result. With each new
image, the budding mangaka cultivates the discipline to power through complicated frames. Likewise,
manga production is a cooperative venture, and our students pull together to finish the course as nothing
less than published artists.
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