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How does your personal history relate to your research in American Studies?

/My great-grandparents immigrated to the United States in the early
20th century. My grandmother was born in Seattle, but she was
educated in Japan. When World War II began, she got stuck in Japan
and got married to my grandfather. I have many relatives on the West
Coast, with whom I keep close contact. Studying American history

\and culture is thus a part of my research on my own family history.

Our Gaidai libraries are filled with books pertaining to American Studies. How would you

describe the discipline?

American Studies is an interdisciplinary field, which covers history,
literature, cultural studies, ethnic studies, and many more. For
example, my research deals with Japanese American history,
American art and architecture, U.S.-Japan relations, and Cold War U.S.
cultural diplomacy.

Is there anything positive you can see in the current social and political situation in the
Us.?

I think comedians (Trevor Noah, Stephen Colbert, John Stewart)
among others, are doing a great job creating a space for people to
think about and discuss the ramifications of Trump presidency with
much-needed humor. We in Japan do not have this kind of democratic
space for political conversation, and I feel this is one of the things we
\can learn from the U.S.

Sanae Nakatani
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