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The Silk Road refers to a group of many trade routes that connect China to
European countries. It earned its name because silk was the major commodity
exported from China since the Han Dynasty (206 BC-220 AD) of Ancient China.
Playing a vital role as a trading network that bridged East and West for many
years, the Silk Road not only enables the circulation of commercial goods but also
provides a valuable chance for intellectual and cultural exchanges among
countries along the Road. Through the Silk Road, the Ancient Chinese products
such as tea, porcelain, and silk, together with Chinese innovations and inventions,
such as paper, had spread into a large number of countries and deeply
transformed the world.

In 2013, about 2000 years after the start of the Silk Road, China’s president Xi
JinPing proposed a new development initiative named “The Silk Road Economic
Belt and the 21st-century Maritime Silk Road,” also known as the Belt and Road
Initiative or the BRI. It aims at building wide cooperation with more than 60
Eurasian countries. This initiative shows China’s determination to play a central
role in the international trading network. It has developed rapidly and contributed
to the global prosperity.

The BRI has exerted great influences on Chinese as well as those residing
outside China. A good example is mobile payment. In China, a large number of
people use their smartphone apps, such as WeChat Pay and Alipay created by
Chinese technology companies, to pay for expenses, products, and services they
buy every day. The increasing popularity of mobile payment is gradually making
cash and card payment almost obsolete in China. It is so convenient that most
transactions can be done on smartphones in a couple of seconds. Nowadays,
China’s mobile payment trend has spread across different continents. Companies
and people from countries such as Canada, USA, UK, Japan, France have started
using WeChat Pay or Alipay to do their businesses. For instance, many Japanese
drug stores accept WeChat pay and Alipay. This practice greatly improves
payment efficiency and customer shopping experience.
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Frank Jacob

Frank Jacob argues that the Russo-Japanese War was a
critically important event in twentieth century world
history. This was a showdown between competing
colonial powers over the future of East Asia. The war’s
outcome was a major cause of the 1905 Russian revolu-
tionary movement, which led to the 1917 revolution.
The Treaty of Portsmouth, which ended the war, creat-
ed tensions between Japan and the United States,
which eventually led to their future conflict in World
War II. Jacob also argues that the conduct of the war,
its use of new military technologies, and the high casu-
alties rates made this the first modern war.
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