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The following composite interview responses were kindly received from six of our
Finnish study abroad students: Henna Ruukanen, Eve Mauno, Pauliina Peippo,
Sonja Blom, Joel Jaakkola, and Antti Auvinen.

Overall, what should we know about Finland to

understand the culture’s connection to its libraries?

(Finland is small, but proud, country of only five million people. h
We use two official languages, Finnish and Swedish, and education
includes intensive English language training. The country has >
vast and beautiful natural rural areas, where many Finns
enjoy keeping a second vacation home. Of course, we all love
L the Moomins, as our chief cultural ambassadors!

/ /

(The country has a deeply collectivist mindset, and libraries—even university libraries—are open-
access to the entire population. Libraries provide games for children, hard copies of daily newspapers
and magazines enjoyed especially by seniors, and in some libraries, you can even use 3-D printers
or borrow bicycles. University students are generally required to submit a graduation thesis,

\WhiCh requires a lot of time in the library and very strict use of academic citations.

Anything unique about Finnish libraries? /]

Yes! Finland has an extensive network of library buses, or Lempibussi, to serve the whole population.
When [ was a child, the children were always so excited for the Lempibussi to come every Friday
and park next to the school. Also, my grandma lives deep in the countryside and the arrival
of the library bus is the highlight of the week. These mobile collections have a very good selection of
new books, and specific books are available on request.
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Edited by Beth Miller

Women in Hispanic Literature:
Icons and Fallen Idols

Women in Hispanic Literature comprises a broad spectrum of
literary works, and includes scholarly articles of literary
criticism, as well as literary works from a selection of
different genres including the novel, short story, drama, lyric
poetry, history, didactic prose, and autobiography. Each
article has two goals, one of which is to present material in
anew and engaging way, and the second is to proffer new
contributions to Hispanic literary studies. Despite the book’s
having been published over twenty years ago, the contents
remain remarkably cogent and germane. A highly readable
collection of essays!

University of California Press ISBN 978-0520302754
(EEZEE FLAVIN, Philip )

Edited by Allan Kulikoff

Abraham Lincoln and Karl Marx
in Dialogue

Allan Kulikoff draws connections between the ideas and
writings of these two critically-important nineteenth-
century individuals. This book includes a combination of
analytical essays by Kulikoff and excerpts from both
Lincoln’s and Marx’s written works about slavery, labor,
and the American Civil War. Lincoln and Marx shared
similar concerns about problems associated with the
nineteenth-century global economy, including the role of
slavery in the US South. Though the goals of their political
ideas varied considerably, Kulikoff finds a lot of similarities
in their descriptions of the overriding economic problems
of the Atlantic world economy of the time.

Oxford University Press ISBN 978-0190210809
(BEZE BAILEY, Scott CM.)
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